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MONTANA OPENS
FALL FOOTBALL DRILLS WEDNESDAY
brunell/jm 
8-17-71
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MISSOULA--
Wednesday starts the "Big Push" at the University of Montana, at least as far as foot­
ball is concerned.
The "Big Push" was a term former Green Bay Packer Coach Vince Lombardi used to describe 
the football season building up to the NFL finals.
Realizing that the University of Montana Grizzlies are not the Green Bay Packers of 
the Lombardi Era, Coach Jack Swarthout knows the Tips are the Big Sky Champions and the push 
to stay there begins Wednesday with the opening of fall football drills in Missoula.
"Our last two successful years are pleasant memories now and we must work twice as 
hard to stay on top this year," Swarthout said.
Montana's first opponent, South Dakota, started workouts last Sunday (August 15) in 
preparation for a revenge match with the Grizzlies in Great Falls on Sept. 4. The Grizzlies 
defeated USD, 35-7, in Vermillion last year.
'South Dakota isn't the only one gunning for us. All eleven opponents will be up for 
us this year," the Montana mentor said. "We'll just have to work real hard."
Returning for the fall session are 57 players including 12 starters and 25 lettermen.
Of the 12 starters, seven belong to the offense and five to the defense.
Swarthout said Wednesday would be devoted to medical examinations, orientation and 
pressday activities.
The team will be available to the press from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Filming and inter­
viewing of the team will occur during the hour-and-a-half period.
A group of Missoula women called "GAMS" (Girls Advocating flontana's Swarthout) will 
greet the team at 11 a.m.
more
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. Swarthout said the Grizzlies will start the rugged two-a-day workouts Thursday. The 
team will report at 8:30 a.m. and 3 p.m. Monday-Saturday and will hold one workout session 
on Sunday.
Included among the offensive veterans are starters Gary Berding, quarterback; Casey 
Reilly and Steve Caputo, halfbacks; Willie Postler and Barry Darrow, guards; Ray Stachnik, 
center and. Steve Okoniewski, tackle.
The defense has five returning starters including Greg Maloney, end; Bill Sterns, out­
side linebacker; Bob Guptill, strong safety and Dean Dempsey and Robin Peters, cornerbacks.
Six junior college transfers and 22 sophomores will report for practice. Notable trans­
fers include defensive end Leo LaRoche, Columbia Basin, and defensive tackle Gary Swearingen, 
Grays Harbor. Sophomore standouts include halfback Jim Olson, Edina, Minn, and kicker Bob 
Tumquist, Billings.
"All-in-all, I think we have the talent to be a successful football team this year, 
but we have to have a lot of luck," Swarthout concluded. "It’s as simple as that."
